


















































CARCEL O EXCILIO 
Plinio Apuleyo Mendoza 
 
Free Translation. 
 
 
Andrés Felipe Arias 
 
Never anticipated a conviction. After presenting his case, Andrés Felipe 
Arias was sure that the decision of the Supreme Court of Justice would be 
in his favour.  The evidence of his defense had demolished the case 
theory of the attorney general during the trial. Additionally, Andrés Felipe 
and his lawyer had been able to show several tampered and 
manipulated evidence by the attorney general.  So much so, that 
journalist covering the trial informed Andrés Felipe that they had truthful 
information, coming from the own judges, that the attorney general´s 
work was so precarious therefore he should be absolved. 
 
The only thing that was unexplainable was the continuous postponing of 
the final hearing. In fact, the verdict should have been given by the court 
hours or days after the trial was over. This is how it is established in the 
Penal Code, so the courts decisions are not exposed to external pressures. 
And it is so, that when the trial against Andrés Felipe was over, the feeling 
of all the present, including the long faces of the attorney general, was of 
an imminent absolution. One of the auxiliary judges confessed to the 
defense that there was no way that Andrés Felipe could be convicted. 
But the verdict was postponed the first time because the Congress 
elections were closing by. Then it was suspended for a second time when 
the presidential elections first round was very close, in which Óscar Iván 
Zuluaga resulted as winner.  
 
Maybe – Andrés Felipe naively thought – that the postponement of the 
final hearing by the court was because they were avoiding announcing 
an absolution within such a polarized presidential campaign. But it was 
not that way, the ex-minister was about to receive the hardest hit of his 
life, when the country was on the verge of a second round of the 
presidential election and every option seemed to assure Óscar Iván 
Zuluaga’s triumph, who was the first round resounding winner. In fact, the 
morning of June 13th 2014, 48 hours before the decisive presidential 
election the Supreme Court of Justice illegally leaked to a journalist who 
was very close to the attorney general, the rumor – which was spread to 
all the media - that there would be a conviction against him. 
 
 



When Andrés Felipe realized that the director of the National Protection 
Unit, the same person in charge of his and his family security due to the 
extraordinary risk they faced in Colombia, was spreading and amplifying 
the false news of his conviction in social media, the ex-minister, his family, 
his lawyers, his friends and his political partners, did not have the slightest 
doubt that something very dirty, induced by the government, had 
happened between the last hearing, were his absolution was imminent 
and the disturbed electoral moment. 
 
We cannot forget that at that moment the Government and the judicial 
branch had untied the most ferocious hunt against the Democratic 
Center (Centro Democrático) and who was most likely to be president of 
Colombia: Óscar Iván Zuluaga. 
 
Catalina, Andrés Felipe’s wife, did not take this lightly. Tall, beautiful, skinny 
with such liveliness, had to share with her husband two opposite faces of 
destiny. The first face was Happy and the second one Tragic. 
 
Happy, because when they met, they both had a promising future in their 
corresponding professional fields. She had the proper glow of a young 
executive that had been recognized in the financial world. Andrés Felipe 
was the young Agriculture minister recently designated by Uribe who was 
the president at the time, and who had many similarities with him and the 
public opinion saw him as his heir. 
 
Andrés Felipe and Catalina, as I have written before, felt a strong 
attraction towards one another. It was love at first sight. They got married 
in an ancestral church in Sopó only nine months after they had met.  
 
The unexpected and eerie face that all of a sudden their fate took 
appeared with the misnamed Agro Ingreso Seguro spread by the media 
and praised by ex president Uribe’s opponents. Catalina had left her 
successful career in order to take care of her family. Eloisa, their daughter, 
was only two years old and the little Juan Pedro was only twenty days old 
when Andrés Felipe was detained and taken to the terrifying bunker in the 
Attorney General’s office, where the most dangerous delinquents were 
taken. 
 
“I know that someday, I don’t know when that day will come, the 
attorney general or any body else will not find any felony in my husbands 
actions – she wrote at the time – Nobody can imagine what we have had 
to put up with, how difficult this experience has been. I do not wish this to 
any one, not even those that have hurt us so much”. 
 



As it is said before, since the scandal arouse she lived in the shadow of this 
disaster. When Andrés Felipe, after spending two years in jail, was released 
while waiting for his trial, she finally saw a possible fair absolution.  Hence 
listening to all those media rumors that fateful June 13th, she had the 
feeling that all her hopes where destroyed.  Without hesitation she picked 
up the phone and called her mother. She did not let her know her distress. 
She limited herself to announce that they would be at her house at noon. 
Just at that moment, when they saw each other in the lobby, the anguish 
that they had both kept from each other, was know visible. They hugged 
and they started to cry. 
 
AN UNEXPECTED NIGHTMARE 
 
Andrés Felipe´s in-laws treated him with affection as if they would a son. 
They had the best concept of him. Although he was serious and 
introverted, with his family he was spontaneous and affectionate. In his 
work life, he was seen as strict, rigorous, methodical and always very 
demanding with his own self. Knowing his little interest for money, the one 
who keeps the books in their home, because of her character and 
upbringing, is Catalina, the financial one in the family, how she is called 
by her parents. 
 
Andrés Felipe´s father in law always followed his career very closely. If 
there is someone that can describe his professionalism, his capacities – he 
tells today – is the former Agriculture Minister Carlos Gustavo Cano. In fact, 
when he left the ministry, he was the one that recommended to ex – 
president Uribe to appoint Andrés Felipe as his successor. ¨ 
 
Andrés Felipe and Catalina never imagined the nightmare that they were 
about to live. 
 
All kinds of misrepresentations came up against the once young minister 
when the trial began against him. 
 
For example, she remembers that she was with her husband in Andrés 
Carne de Res, when Mr. Dávila with his girlfriend Valerie Dominguez – who 
they did not know and who where involved in the scandal - came to 
them, to ask for a moment of their time. Without anyone asking, Mr. Dávila 
told Andrés Felipe that in his case everything had been done correctly 
and transparently. Andrés Felipe limited himself to say that if that was 
correct, they should not have a problem and that they should explain to 
the country what happened. 
 



Well, at the end the members of the Dávila family recognized the fraud. In 
fact, they accepted two felonies and as it usually happens in Colombia, 
did not pay one single day of jail. Valerie Dominguez, charged for 
attempt of embezzlement and forgery in public documents, she was 
finally absolved by a Judge of the Superior Justice Tribunal of Bogotá, 
when they discovered that she was deceived by her boyfriend, she had 
requested a subvention from Agro Ingreso Seguro for the drainage and 
irrigation system of a farm. What is very curious is that when she, deceived 
by her boyfriend, requested the subvention from AIS, Andrés Felipe was no 
longer Agriculture Minister. Even so, the media claimed that Andrés Felipe 
had given her the subvention. 
 
In any case, the mentioned chance encounter in Andrés Carne de Res, 
would be later presented as evidence of an alleged complicity between 
an ex-minister and one of the accused of receiving fraudulent benefits 
from the Agro Ingreso Seguro program. The media picked up this 
completely false assertion. Andrés Felipe, stunned by the unexpected 
speculation and the distortion of what really happened in said encounter, 
had no other option but to wait until Mr. Dávila was summoned to the trial 
as a witness of the attorney general. 
 
Of course, when Mr. Dávila appeared before the Supreme Court of 
Justice in the trial and under oath, he had to acknowledge that his family 
did not know the ex-minister when they presented and accessed the 
program, that they had not contributed one single penny to his 
campaign, that they had not received directly or indirectly any kind of 
orientation or recommendation in order to obtain the subvention and that 
the person that had induced them to the fraud was not the ex-minister nor 
any other employee of the Agriculture Ministry, but an individual called 
Enrique Angarita. Surprisingly nothing has been done by the attorney 
general or the Supreme Court of Justice against this person that is the 
apparent fraud perpetrator. 
 
However, the Dávila family had no other option but to exonerate Andrés 
Felipe during their testimony in court, because the ex-ministers lawyers 
had received from Valerie Dominguez´s lawyer, Yesid Reyes, a chain of e-
mails in which it was obvious that all the scandal was setup with a 
eminently political and revenge purpose. These e-mails are dated 
October 19th 2010 at 2:03 in the afternoon and they were admitted as 
favorable proof towards Andrés Felipe in the trial. In fact, in one of the e-
mails Juan Manuel Dávila writes: 
 
Valerie (sic) without the intention of fighting (sic) answer me one thing (sic) 
I beg you. (sic) What is the purpose of sending this e-mail? I would have 



thought that your interest was to inform me of the possible sanction that 
would maintain the ex-minister (sic) unable to hold any public office (sic) 
for many years, that is to say, that he can forget about being a governor, 
mayor, congressman candidate and to say the least president (sic), 
something that today is reason of satisfaction at least for me (if it does 
come through), I can clearly see that this is not your interest… 
IT WAS SOMETHING POLITICAL, ONLY POLITICAL AND TODAY WE ARE 
GIVING BACK THAT MONEY ALTHOUGH WE SHOULDN’T!... 
… Well the “trigger” of the scandal had one purpose, SCREW ANDRES (sic) 
FELIPE ARIAS, but please, lets not due this with pride (sic) if the damage is 
done (sic) at least lets do it the best way. 
 
However, not Dávila’s testimony nor these e-mails or the series of proof in 
his favor managed to make the Court act lawfully and absolve the ex-
minister. As he discussed with his family, lawyers, friends and political 
colleagues when he heard the news about the verdict he knew that there 
was a very dark intervention from the government, in order for his 
absolution to become an unjust conviction, which was leaked to the 
media – by who was in charge of protecting him – two days before the 
presidential election. 
 
From the start he felt a twisted manipulation from the attorney general 
against him. For example, we cannot forget that the first ones detained in 
respect to the scandal were ministry officials. Without any suspicion that 
the alleged felonies against the officials would affect him as well, Andrés 
Felipe did not understand how those officials were suspects. He 
considered it extravagant, since the detained officials were young and 
brilliant professionals that he had chosen because of their academic 
achievement and their integrity in handling public funds. It never crossed 
his mind that they were removed from their homes and taken to La 
Picota. This is why he felt obliged to visit them and take food and blankets 
to comfort them. Notwithstanding, this innocent visit was taken by the 
attorney general as a clever ploy of the ex-minister to agree on 
statements that would be favorable to him. Something totally unexpected 
arouse from there: his arrest. 
 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S RAVINGS 
 
As I wrote sometime ago, this is where we stumble upon a terrible flaw of 
our current justice: the attorney general blindly accuses without 
examining proof or testimonies.  From their side, the media usually reports 
on charges without verifying its veracity, which becomes a chain belt of 
false rumors and half-truths. Meanwhile, the political enemies take 
advantage of the situation and the public opinion, under the influence of 



the media, end up making ill-founded judgments. “He must have done 
something dirty”, you would over hear in social gatherings. 
 
And indeed, Andrés Felipe and Catalina start to suffer that unfair reaction 
of the people. Without ever expecting, his public image had a terrible 
turn. The brilliant ex-minister who everybody saw as the best successor of 
Alvaro Uribe – to the point of having great options of being a presidential 
candidate – turned out receiving pejorative treatment, as a delinquent. 
 
Although he was not charged of stealing any money, he was accused of 
signing an agreement with Instituto Interamericano de Cooperacion para 
la Agricultura, IICA. The accusations of the attorney general of the 
moment Viviane Morales did not stop there. For Andrés Felipe’s surprise 
she considered this agreement to be illegal, because she thought that he 
should have done a public bid, and that he had not done it, because of 
a suspicious political interest. 
 
When the ex-attorney general enounced her concept, she never took 
into account several actions that would eliminate such statement. The first 
one is that IICA has a solid reputation as being the Agriculture limb of the 
OAS.  Its relationship is similar to the one between FAO and the UN. The 
second one, is that the IICA had been signing cooperation agreements 
with Colombia for decades, for which non of the former Agriculture 
ministers had been trialed for accepting this non – profit organism with 
vast experience in agriculture matters in the continent, to continue in 
charge of these programs to manage technology (as it is in any other 
place in the world an irrigation system) in order to increase the 
countryside productivity, agriculture exports and rural employment. 
 
Despite the evidence, the ex-attorney general argued that at the 
moment the OAS was just a front to allow Andrés Felipe Arias to decide 
who would really become the beneficiaries of the Agro Ingreso Seguro 
Program.  This way, they could link him with the irregularities that had been 
committed by those who were benefited by the program, when they 
fractioned their farms in order to present more projects and obtained 
more resources. The attorney general accused more than 30 common 
people, at the moment this book was printed only some had been 
convicted, others had negotiated their sentence, but as we said before 
the real author of the fraud was never called to justice. 
 
In contrast, July 26th 2011, the ex-attorney general Morales, without judicial 
proof, was able to obtain a detainment order against Andrés Felipe Arias. 
Accepted by a judge of the Superior Justice tribunal of Bogota, who 
turned out to be the godson of one of the biggest enemies of Uribe, the 



ex-judge Yesid Ramirez.  The main reason of this enmity is because while 
Yesid Ramirez was judge of the Supreme Court of Justice, President Uribe 
accused him of having links with people known as Narcos, this brought up 
a brutal institutional confrontation, for which the vengeance against Uribe 
and his followers would come sooner than later. This is why it is no surprise 
that, who put Andrés Felipe Arias under preventive arrest, would be the 
godson of the worst judicial enemy to the government to which the ex-
minister served and defended. 
 
As if it was a mob law, the surprise measure was not given in a courtroom 
but in a theater for the public to see. The multitude that filled the theater 
were the political adversaries of ex – president Uribe, who applauded with 
madness when the judge (Godson) announced the decision of sending 
Arias to jail. The humiliation and the pain of the ex – minister, his wife and 
his parents were huge. 
 
This was a very hard hit for who at the moment seemed like the most 
representative leader of Uribe’s political policy and one of the most 
optioned to win the 2014 presidential election.  Andrés Felipe never 
imagined that from one day to an other he would have to leave his 
apartment in the north of Bogota, where he lived with his wife and his little 
kids, to be detained in a cold dungeon in the Bunker. 
 
“My presumption of innocence and my right to self defense was violated 
– he would tell me later -. I was locked up, far away from my family, 
without being able to work for my kids, without really understanding what 
was happening”. 
 
 Two days after he was in prison, a group of people who said they were 
agents of the Attorney General office, looted his apartment. In order to 
do this they used all the ex-minster and his family´s private and personal 
data, which the ex-general attorney Vivian Morales revealed publically to 
the country through the media: address, telephone number, e-mail, name 
of his children, etc. This not only violates a human right, but in Andrés 
Felipe’s case it was very serious, taking into account that the Colombian 
state had catalogued him as a person of extraordinary risk. 
 
When Andres Felipe Arias was transferred to the Calvary School he 
considered that while the investigation was on course he had to fight to 
recover his liberty in order to assume his defense in equal conditions and 
not weakened. He was sure that he had enough reasons. He also needed 
time and mobility in order to collect testimonies and proof to demonstrate 
his innocence. After two hearings in which his plead to be released were 
denied, one Sunday afternoon I visited him. Talking to him and his wife I 



could say that he had not lost his faith in being able to prepare his 
defense as a free man. Some days later, the written and televised media 
showed the dramatic images in which for the third time, the judge 
decided to keep him in prison. It is unforgettable to all, the moment in 
which with tears Catalina and Andrés Felipe melted down in a hurtful hug. 
 
What arguments were offered by the justice system to give his detainment 
a legal aspect? They were all crazy. The first thesis said that the ex-minister 
would take advantage of his liberty to train witnesses to declare in his 
favour. It was even said that if he were free, Arias “would use his Twitter 
account to influence the trial”. 
 
Finally after two years of having him locked up illegally, the justice system 
had no other choice but to let him out.  I remember that I accompanied 
him to his apartment and I witnessed the emotion of Andrés Felipe when 
his two little children came out to receive him. Catalina was glowing with 
happiness, it seamed as if those two sour years had been left behind. He 
also considered that finally free, he could have all the proof and 
testimonies at reach, while the attorney general lacked foundation to 
make its accusations credible. Andrés Felipe was sure that his trial in the 
Supreme Court of Justice would culminate with an absolution.  
 
So much is so, that the next day of freedom, his wife received a call in 
which they indicated that the president of Colombia wanted to talk to 
Andrés Felipe. As surprised as she was, she passed the phone. Andrés 
Felipe tells us that Juan Manuel Santos congratulated him and told him 
that his family and himself had all prayed very much for this moment to 
come. Sternly the ex-minister thanked him and said goodbye. He had the 
intuition that those were not sincere words. The dark twist that was given 
to his verdict that should have absolved him and the way the Supreme 
Court leaked the sentence to the media just two days before a 
presidential election in which Juan Manuel Santos looked like he was 
loosing, confirmed – as he tells us from exiled – his intuition. 
 
Although, before the twisted sentence, various judgments were in his 
favour and that permitted him to maintain a calm, certainty of his 
absolution. In February 2014 Colombia’s Inspector general requested the 
Supreme Court of Justice to declare Arias as innocent. He also said that 
“the attorney general had exceeded his prosecution limits” without even 
having proof for those so – called felonies. Three months later the 
administrative tribunal of Cundinamarca ruled that the cooperation 
agreements with IICA were legal. Finally, in the second week of June 2014 
the Inspector General, after two years of investigating his personal 



finances and of his wife, determined that there was never a deviation of 
public resources in his benefit. 
 
A JUDICIAL/POLITICAL PERSECUTION 
 
In addition with the irregularities of his imprisonment, the trial against 
Andrés Felipe Arias was riddled with irregularities that stripped him from 
the most essential rights and warranties in a criminal trial. 
 
There are reasons to believe that the ex-attorney general Vivian Morales 
had hidden motives of revenge against ex-minister Arias and his lawyer 
Jorge Aníbal Gómez, who in effect was a judge of the Supreme Court of 
Justice and played a decisive part in the trial and judgment of Carlos 
Alonso Lucio, husband of the ex-attorney general.  
 
The judge who was leading the trial, Maria del Rosario González, never hid 
that she considered herself a victim of the Álvaro Uribe’s government, to 
which ex-minister Arias was linked. Notwithstanding the above, she 
maintained herself in the whole trial, without taking into account that the 
evidence provided against him were biased, not in context, incomplete 
assessments and not part of the body evidence.  Better said, the alleged 
victim, judging who served and defended the alleged victimizer. 
 
Additionally, the ruling against the ex-minister violated the most elemental 
of the human rights, the presumption of innocence. In fact, in the 
document it is acknowledged that the attorney general did not have to 
prove the alleged plan of the ex-minister with the other accused and 
convicted. There is no way any one could get off a conviction. 
 
As if any of this was not enough, one of the judges of the Court disagreed 
with the final verdict and recognized that there was a violation of due 
process in Andrés Felipe Aria’s trial, because the attorney general 
accused him for some circumstances and the Court convicted him for 
different ones.  Even more, one of the judges that sign the conviction did 
not even assist the hearings because she was not yet in office, she was 
named judge of the court two months after the trial was over.  Therefore, 
without knowing the case and the evidence, she convicted him. 
 
The ex-minister’s right to the equality of courts was also violated. That is to 
say, to be treated like a court or a judge would treat any other citizen. For 
example, they did not only convict him for signing agreements that where 
identical to those signed by ministers before him, but also the amount of 
the conviction that was already unfair and illegal, was established in the 



most severe and disproportionate way: more that 17 years of jail and a 
fine of sixteen million dollars.  
 
In retrospective you can understand why the attorney general had to 
hide favorable evidence to Arias, like the document of the CTI 
(investigating Agency) in which they exonerate him from any criminal 
conduct in the AIS scandal. When the media released this evidence, the 
court excluded it from the trial. 
 
Additionally, in Colombian law people like the ex-minister lack another 
human and fundamental right: that a superior and impartial tribunal could 
review his conviction. 
 
THE INEVITABLE EXILE 
 
It is easy to imagine the anguish that overcame Catalina, Andrés Felipe’s 
wife, when that morning of June 13th 2014 she heard on the radio the 
rumor that a conviction against her husband would happen. Without any 
certainty if that was true, she waited for her parents’ opinion.  
 
When her mother brought her to her lap, she felt that she also had the 
feeling that a new and terrible reality was here. Andrés Felipe, on the 
other hand, was withdrawn and gloomy. He could not be give credit to 
the rumors on the radio that had shaken his wife. When they less 
expected it, his father in law confirmed them.  Someone that was present 
at the time looked at him and without doubt told him in a deep voice: 
“You have to leave, there is no justice here.” 
 
Two very close friends of Andrés Felipe, called his parents who live in 
Medellin and they asked them, without giving them to much explanation 
of what was going on, that hey should fly to Bogota immediately. 
 
Only within Antioquia do they know the exceptional service rendered to 
the less fortunate for years by Rodrigo Arias Urrea and his wife Sonia Leiva. 
He was a well-known doctor, that when he discovered the unfortunate 
situation in which wounded and sick people of Sonsón, his hometown, 
were in, he organized a group of medical professionals (surgeons, 
anesthesiologists, ophthalmologist, Gynecologists, plastic surgeons and 
nurses) to go forward with a program of medical assistance, never seen 
before. More than 2.500 surgeries were done free of charge during 18 
years without any economic interest. It is not strange that this service and 
generous profile was decisive in Andrés Felipe’s life and carrier. 
  



With the decision of not presenting themselves to this injustice, Catalina 
and Andrés Felipe went home and made in a short time a small suitcase. 
Andrés Felipe recorded a video that a good friend of his has in her 
custody waiting for the day to come to release it. With very little time and 
with sadness and agony, he hugged Catalina, Eloisa and Juan Pedro as if 
it was the last time. The little one did not understand what was happening, 
but Eloisa cried. Andrés and Catalina felt the worst pain in their life, but as 
always, she gave him the strength to take that trip. 
 
Andrés Felipe’s parents went to the car he was in, just as they landed. This 
was a very brief and sad goodbye. When the moment came, people that 
believed in his cause helped him with the process to leave the country. 
He felt the sorrow of a departure that was breaking his life. He would have 
to face alone, for now, an uncertain destiny. 
 
Once she realized that there was no other way than exile, Catalina, 
supported by her mother, started to prepare everything necessary to 
travel with her little ones to be reunited with Andres Felipe. She had to quit 
her job and with the help of her childhood friends put her dinnerware and 
other things on sale in order to obtain some money. It had never seemed 
so unfair the accusation that Andrés Felipe had kept public resources, 
when his family and himself were struggling without economic support, 
having to face the most basic survival necessities. 
 
The trip was not easy for Catalina and her children. There was an 
unexpected setback. It was essential to have Andrés Felipe’s 
authorization in order to leave the country with her kids.  So he had to go 
to the Colombian Consulate on June 16th in order to process the 
authorization. He was mistreated, humiliated and retained almost two 
hours until the consulate officers reluctantly, although still celebrating Juan 
Manuel Santo’s victory, processed the authorization and gave him back 
his passport, because up to that moment his conviction was still an illegal 
rumor leaked by the Supreme Court of Justice to influence in the 
presidential election. 
 
A few days later, already in exile, the rumor became a reality and the 
sentence of the Supreme Court of Justice was a conviction of 17 years 
and 5 months of prison and to pay a fine equivalent to sixteen million 
dollars. This is how, who was considered an efficient civil servant and a 
political option for the country, was transformed into a fugitive. 
 
The ordinary citizen ignores that this conviction is more proof of the judicial 
ravings that have false witnesses, charges without grounds and rigged 
convictions, they will never know the truth about this case. It has doubts 



and suspicions. Can’t you see that Andrés Felipe’s exile and of other 
people, far from being a proof of guilt is the sad consequence of a 
political persecution. Some day and somehow the inequality that has 
been committed against him must be repaired. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   


